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Introduzzjoni

Ghalkemm dan ir-rapport qgasir ged jinkiteb bhala I-kontribut ta’ Alternattiva Demokratika ghad-
diskussjoni dwar il-White Paper ‘School Opening Hours and Traffic Congestion’ ikun zball li nahsbu li
I-kongestjoni tat-traffiku hi kkawzata mill-iskejjel biss. L-iskejjel jaghtu I-kontribut taghhom ghall-
problema, principalment minhabba li I-hin li fih jibdew l-iskejjel huwa ukoll il-hin li fih bosta jkun
sejrin ghax-xoghol filghodu. ll-problema hi ferm ikbar u ghandha I-gheruq taghha f’'decizjonijiet
hziena li taw precedenza lil prattici ta’ trasport ineffi¢jenti tul is-snin. Hafna skejjel diga jifthu I-bibien
taghhom kmieni. M’hemmx lok li jifthu iktar kmieni : fi xX'hin irriduhom iqumu it-tfal filghodu?

AD thares lejn il-problema tat-traffiku minn lenti li tiftah berah — bl-ghan ahhari ta’ sistemi ta’
mobilita’ sostenibbli, li jnagqgsu t-tniggis u jwasslu ghal kwalita’ ta’ hajja ahjar.

[l-problemi |-vera rizultat tan-nugqgas ta’ azzjoni tul is-snin dwar il-kongestjoni mit-traffiku, huma:
e n-nuqggas ta’ spazji miftuha ghan-nies fl-ibliet u I-irhula;
e 7-7ieda fit-tniggis tal-arja u I-mard respiratorju marbuta mieghu;

e  kif ukoll id-degrad urban f'zoni bhall-Pieta’, I-Hamrun, I-Imsida, Rahal Gdid, I-Fgura u |-
Marsa.

Dan kollu wasalna ghalih minhabba nuqqas ta’ ppjanar fit-tul kif ukoll I-idea ta’ dawk li suppost
mexxew dan il-gasam. Ghalihom s-soluzzjonijiet kienu (u ghadhom) il-bini ta’ torog godda u z-zieda
ta’ parkeggi f'zoni mifqugha bit-traffiku. L-effetti kienu fil-fatt l-oppost ta’ dak ippjanat: aktar u aktar
traffiku.

Decizjonijiet ohra li komplew izidu |-problema huma t-tnehhija tal-vened tat-trasport pubbliku u |-
attitudni negattiva lejn mezzi alternattivi ta’ trasport bhar-roti elettrici; il-permessi ta’ zvilupp lil xi
skejjel biex jinbnew f'nofs il-kampanja; zoni industrijali li mhux moqdijin tajjeb mit-trasport pubbliku,
b’min jimpjega jippretendi li I-impjegati jaslu x-xoghol bil-karozzi privati taghhom; u nuqqgas ta’
infurzar tar-regoli tal-veloéita’ li ma jghinx biex ihajjar I-uzu tar-roti jew muturi zghar bhala mezz ta’
trasport, u wisq anqas biex it-tfal jithallew jimxu lejn l-iskejjel fil-lokalita taghhom stess.

ll-politika dwar it-trasport, jekk tezisti, ghadha ged tinkiteb mill-vizjoni ta’ xi hadd wara l-isteering
wheel. L-idea generali ghadha li I-prijorita ghandha tkun li kulhadd, f'kull fhin u f'’kull mument ghandu



jkun jista’ jsuq ‘l fejn irid, meta jrid, kif irid u malajr kemm jista’ jkun, bl-ebda konsiderazzjoni ohra
bhall-pizijiet fug is-socjeta f'termini ta’ sahha, tniggis, u I-kwalita tal-hajja.

Ghaldagstant, dan il-kontribut ta’ Alternattiva Demokratika, jinkludi proposti kemm relatati mal-
iskejjel izda wkoll dwar il-mobilita sostenibbli in generali. Huwa biss b’politika olistika u b’miri cari li
nistghu naraw titjib fil-mobilita sostenibbli. Diversi proposti ilhom isiru minn Alternattiva
Demokratika, permezz ta’ artikli mill-esponenti ewlenin tal-partit u fil-programmi elettorali taghha
tul is-snin, fost ohrajn. Proposti ohra, li Gvern wara iehor injora, saru fl-istrategija nazzjonali dwar |-
izvilupp sostenibbli ( ‘A sustainable development strategy for the Maltese islands 2007-2016") li ilha
lesta s-snin izda bagghet fuq I-ixkaffa tigbor it-trab.



IlI-Proposti taghna

Fiz-zoni madwar l-iskejjel tghidilna I-White Paper tal-Ministeru tal-Edukazzjoni, hemm htiega
li t-torog li minnhom jghaddu bil-mixi l-istudenti fi trigithom lejn I-iskola jkunu taht
supervizjoni (organisation of supervised walking routes in localities). Dan hu suggeriment
validu hafna u jfisser emfasi ikbar fuq il-htiega li nnaqqsu I-perikli mit-toroq taghna fil-
lokalitajiet. Sal-lum forsi jkun hemm pulizija hdejn I-iskola li jzomm il-karozzi milli joqorbu z-
zejjed. Din il-proposta li z-zona protetta tinfirex lil hinn mill-iskola hi wahda tajba ghax
twassal il-protezzjoni mill-iskejjel saz-zoni residenzjali. Rottot siguri jew sistema li tissejjah
walking bus — jigifieri li jkun hemm postijiet fejn t-tfal jistennew ghall-mixja lejn I-iskola taht
supervizzjoni hija fattibbli specjalment ghall-iskejjel primarji tal-lokalitajiet. Importanti li I-
Kunsilli Lokali jinghataw ir-rizorsi biex flimkien mal-iskejjel jorganizzaw sistemi bhal dawn.
Is-sistema tat-trasport pubbliku mhux ged tlahhag mad-domanda fis-sieghat ta’ filghodu.
Huwa essenzjali li bejn is-sitta u d-disgha ta’ filghodu I-frekwenza tal-vjaggi li jwasslu lill-
haddiema u anke lill-istudenti ta’ skejjel sekondarji u post-sekondariji lejn il-postijiet tax-
xoghol u l-iskejjel tizdied sew. Vjaggi kull nofs siegha filghodu minn hafna bliet u rhula jfissru
li jekk xi hadd jitlef vjagg ikollu jistenna wisq bil-konsegwenza li jasal tard fid-destinazzjoni.
Hemm bzonn ukoll li f’¢erti hinijiet tkun introdotta s-sitema tal-vened — fejn dak li jkun jkollu
I-garanzija li f'post ¢entrali fil-lokalita’ jkun hemm karozza tal-linja li titlaq f'hin fiss.

II-Gvern zgur ghandu l-informazzjoni kollha necessarja biex jaghmel studju tal-lokalitajiet fejn
|-aktar li jahdmu n-nies u ovvjament fejn joqghodu u ghalhekk liema huma l-aktar vjaggi
frekwenti li jsiru fir-rush hour. Din I-informazzjoni tista’ tintuza biex tara jekk hemmx bzonn
vjaggi diretti minghajr hafna wagfien bejn certi lokalitajiet.

Sfortunatament diversi postijiet tax-xoghol, per ezempju fiz-zoni industrijali, mhux milhuqga
facilment mit-trasport pubbliku. Wasal iz-zmien li I-Gvern jiddiskuti mal-inkwilini tal-fabbriki
taz-zoni industrijali I-organizazzjoni ta’ trasport minn u lejn dawn iz-zoni.

Skemi bhal car sharing u anke cycle to work ghandhom jigu implimentati flimkien ma’” min
jimpjega, specjalment dawk il-postijiet tax-xoghol b’hafna impjegati.

Skemi park-and-ride u skemi fejn karozzi li jgorru 3 persuni jew aktar jinghataw prijorita’ fil-
parkeggi ghandhom jigu implimentati minnufih.

ll-bzonn ta’ registrazzjoni ta’ roti elettrici ta’ 250W jew anqas (maghrufin bhala pedelecs jew
power assisted bicycles) ghandu jitnehha immedjatament. Mhux talli hekk talli ghandhom
jiddahhlu skemi li jinéentivaw ix-xiri u I-uzu tar-roti — kemm elettri¢i u anke dawk
konvenzjonali.

Is-soluzzjoni finta ghat-traffiku fil-Belt Valletta u I-Furjana bil-holgien ta’ aktar parkegg, bid-
dghajfien tas-sistema CVA, u I|-bini ta’ parkegg fil-foss tal-Belt fil-fatt zied it-traffiku lejn il-Belt
Valletta li suppost hu wiehed mill-postijiet fejn suppost huwa I-aktar facli tasal bit-trasport
pubbliku. ll-fatt hu li min jimpjega I-aktar nies fl-inhawi tal-Belt Valletta huwa fil-fatt il-Gvern.
Biex juri kemm verament irid inaggas it-traffiku, I-Gvern ghandu jizgura li I-impjegati tieghu
stess juzaw t-trasport pubbliku lejn il-postijiet tax-xoghol taghhom. Jekk iridhom jaslu fil-hin,
ghandu jara li s-sistema tahdem sew, specjalment fil-hinijiet ta’ filghodu u ta’ meta |-
impjegati jitilqu mix-xoghol.

Ghandhom jigu skartati progetti li jhajjru I-uzu tal-karozza privata u li jkomplu jigbdu |-karozzi
lejn zoni diga mimlijin bit-traffiku. Parkeggi fil-Belt, f'nofs il-Mosta, dak propost ghal Bormla
u ohrajn huma kollha bzar fl-ghajnejn u hela ta’ rizorsi pubbli¢i, u jwasslu ghal aktar
kongestjoni.



e Post li jixhed tajjeb il-gerda li jgib mieghu traffiku zejjed huwa I-iMsida, wiehed mill-aktar
postijiet bl-arja mniggsa f’Malta. B’'mod immedjat, u biex il-komunita’ tal-iMsida terga tiehu
r-ruh ¢-centru tal-iMsida ghandu jsir low- jew zero-emmissions zone. Hemm diversi modi kif
dan isir, bhal access biss ghat-trasport pubbliku u mezzi nodfa ta’ trasport u trasport bil-
bahar, jew inkella congestion charge — bid-dhul imur biex jiffinanzja t-thaddim ta’ sistemi ta’
trasport pubbliku.

e L-access ghall-postijiet ta’ madwar il-kosta minn San Pawl il-Bahar sal-Kottonera, L-iMsida, |-
Gzira, Tas-Sliema, I-Belt u Marsaskala b’trasport pubbliku bil-bahar ghandu jigi kkunsidrat
immedjatament. Dan flimkien ma mizuri ohra msemmija aktar ‘l fuq ghandu jwassal, biex
jizdiedu z-zoni pedestrijanizzati u l-ispazju ghar-roti elettrici, roti u muturi zghar fit-toroq.

e Sistema nazzjonali ta’ bicycle lanes — rottot siguri ghar-roti ghandha tigi ippjanata u
implimentata minghajr dewmien.

e Sistema nazzjonali ta’ trasport ghall-iskejjel kollha ghandha tigi kkunsidrata serjament.
Ghaldagstant, r-rakkomandazzjoni tal-White Paper f'dan is-sens ghandha tibda tigi ppjanata
minnufih. Ma’ dan ghandu jigi zgurat li r-rotot tat-trasport pubbliku regolari li jghaddu minn
vicin l-iskejjel sekondariji u post-sekondarji jahdmu b’mod frekwenti.

Hemm diversi proposti ohra li jistghu jsiru. Sar diskors dwar monorail. Filwaqt li I-proposta hija
interessanti, hemm diversi mizuri ohra li ghandhom isiru issa u fil-medium term, li jekk isiru bis-
serjeta’ jistghu iwasslu ghal titjib fil-kwalita’ tal-arja u fil-kwalita tal-hajja taghna.

Fl-ahhar hawn taht ged nirriproducu silta mir-rakkomandazzjonijiet maghmula fl-istrategija
nazzjonali ta’ zvilupp sostenibbli li ghadha fuq l-ixkaffa (A sustainable development strategy for the
Maltese islands 2007-2016). Qed nirriproducu kelma b’kelma dis-silta bhala appell biex mill-paroli I-
Gvern jghaddi ghall-azzjoni.

Rapporti u rakkomandazzjonijiet saru, I-problema kienet u milli jidher ghadha n-nuqgas ta’ rieda
politika li I-problema tal-kongestjoni tat-traffiku — li fug kollox hija problema ta’ sahha pubblika —
tingheleb. Biex tingheleb hemm bzonn decizjonijiet kuraggjuzi, li hadd s’issa ma ttanta jiehu.



A sustainable development strategy for the Maltese islands 2007-2016

Main strategic directions with regard to transport:

* Reduce car ownership rates to the EU average by 2014 and Regain the 1995 bus
patronage levels (40 million passengers) by 2014.

e Upgrade public transport and promote its use.

¢ Devise methods to reduce over-dependence on private car use and the need to
travel, and to encourage more use of public transport, and adopt a car restraint
policy to restrict cars in town centres where the impact of traffic and congestion is
greatest.

* Promote more efficient use of parking, introducing maximum parking standards
for new developments, especially in employment areas.

¢ Enhance enforcement and use the latest technology and appropriate penalties to
ensure that offenders do not hinder the strategy.

e Carry out a detailed study on commuting in Malta to establish critical routes and
peak times of traffic and to develop alternative transport alternatives.

¢ Adopt a road safety strategy to decrease injuries and fatalities on the roads.

¢ Ensure that air transport development is sustained in such a manner that
recognises its linkages to local economic and social development are recognised.

¢ In the longer term, consider the creation of a national form of fast inland
transport that represents an attractive and cost-effective alternative to private car
use.

¢ Integrate transport policy with other policy areas such as social issues, tourism,
employment, health and environmental policies.

¢ Organise an educational campaign that informs citizens about the impact of
unsustainable transport and about what can be done to promote transport
sustainability.




